
TOP REASONS TO LICENSE YOUR DOG 

1. It  greatly improves 

your chance of getting 

your dog back if it goes 

missing 

2. It lets people know 

your dog is up to date 

with a rabies vaccine. 

3. It’s the law!  

Swanzey Uncovered  

Spring 

Old  

Home  

Day  

July 20th 

Car show 

Food 

Parade 

Rock wall 

Kids’s Zone 

Crafts  

Entertainment  

Carpenter Home Closure 

With a heavy heart the Town of Swanzey an-

nounces its intention to close the Carpenter 

Home, which is a 16 bed assisted living home 

that has been operated by the Town for dec-

ades.  The Board of Selectmen hosted a public 

informational meeting to discuss the closure on 

April 24, 2019.  Possible future uses for the 

property have been discussed and will continue 

throughout 2019.  The Carpenter Home proper-

ty was given to the Town of Swanzey by the 

will of Lucy Carpenter for it to be used as “a 

home for poor and unfortunate residents of the 

Town… All native residents of said town, who 

may, by reason of old age, sickness, or other 

misfortune, have been rendered incapable of 

caring for themselves, may find a home here.” 

Whitcomb Hall Rehabilitation Update 

Work is progressing on the project to rehabilitate the second floor of Whitcomb Hall and bring this commu-

nity building back to full use. The Town has hired Catlin + Petrovick Architects of Keene to design the pro-

ject plans, preparing bid documents, and helping to oversee the rehabilitation project. After a public hearing 

on March 6, 2019, the Board of Selectmen formally accepted the following funds: 

 $75,000 from the Thomas W. Haas Fund towards the sprinkler system for Whitcomb Hall. 

 150,000 from the Land Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) for the rehabilitation of 

Whitcomb Hall. 

 $75,000 from the Putnam Foundation for the rehabilitation of Whitcomb Hall. 

 

To help bridge the final fundraising gap, the Gomarlo Family has generously pledged to match donations of 

up to $50,000 towards the Whitcomb Hall Second Floor Rehabilitation Project. Please help us reach this 

fund raising challenge, no contribution is too small and all donations are greatly appreciated. If you would 

like more information please contact Whitcomb Hall Chair, Pete Johnson at 313-4008. Donations are fully 

tax deductible and should be made out to the Town of Swanzey with “Whitcomb Hall” in the memo line and 

mailed to Swanzey Town Hall PO Box 10009 Swanzey NH 03446. 
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Rt. 32 / Sawyers Crossing Road 

Roundabout  

The State Department of Transpor-

tation plans to replace the current 

Rt. 32 / Sawyers Crossing Road 

intersection with a roundabout.  

The project went out to bid this 

spring and unfortunately received 

no bids.  The State plans to re-bid 

the project in the fall to construct 

the roundabout in 2020. 

Upcoming Projects 

Voters at this year’s Town Meeting 

also approved funds to reconstruct 

Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge through 

the State Bridge Aid Program this 

year. Through this program the Town 

pays 20% of the total cost and the 

State pays 80%. Engineering has 

been completed, the project went out 

to bid, and a low bidder has been 

identified.  The Town is currently 

waiting for Department of Transpor-

tation approval to award the contract 

and to finalize necessary easements. 

Lower Wilson Pond Dam Improvement Project 

The Town hopes to construct improvements to Lower 

Wilson Pond Dam to address deficiencies identified by 

the State Dam Bureau. Engineering has been completed, 

the project went out to bid, and a low bidder has been 

identified. The Town is currently working to finalize 

necessary easements. Assuming easements are secured, 

around July Wilson Pond’s water level will be lowered 

and construction will begin. The Town will host a public 

informational meeting prior to the water level being low-

ered. 

Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge Reconstruction Project 

Eaton Road Reconstruction Project 
Voters at this year’s Town Meeting approved a $3 million 

bond for road reconstruction projects. The first and largest 

of these projects is the reconstruction of Eaton Road from 

Greenleaf Road to Sawyers Crossing Road. Everyone who 

drives Eaton Road can recognize that it needs significant 

improvements. Tree removal and the road reconstruction 

project are currently out to bid. Tree removal will hopeful-

ly be completed by mid-June. Road work should begin in 

June and will finish for the season in the fall. 



Kickball 

When: April 27th - May 25th 

Days: Saturdays 

Time: TBD  

Fee: $20.00 

Age: 3rd - 6th grades 

Location: Cutler School field 

Red Cross Swim Lessons 

When: 1 week from July 15 - July 19 

Days: Monday - Friday 

Time: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

Fee: Swanzey Residents - $40 

         Non Residents - $50 

Age: 5 and up 

Location: Richardson Park, 60 East Shore Rd  

Swanzey Lake Day Camp 

When: 8 weeks from  June 17th - August 9th 

Days: Monday - Friday 

Time: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Fee:  Early bird special $600 (Paid before 5/31 

 Swanzey residents)  

         Swanzey Residents - $90 a week or $25 a day 

          Non Residents - $110 a week or $30 a day 

Age: 5 -11 

Location: Richardson Park, 60 East Shore Rd  

Soccer 

When: August - October 

Days: Tuesday or Thursday and Saturdays  

Time: TBD  

Fee: Swanzey Residents - $35 

        Non Residents - $45 

Age: 4-12 

Location: Lane Fields, 120 South Rd  

Splash and Play 

When: July 10, 17, 24 and 31 

Days: Wednesdays 

Time: 9a.m. - 12p.m.  

Fee: Swanzey Residents - $40 

        Non Residents - $50 

Age: Infants -2 

Location: Richardson Park, 60 East Shore Rd  

*VOLUNTEER COACHES ARE ALWAYS 

NEEDED*  

Any questions please contact Jenna at 352-7411 

x115 or jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us 

Upcoming Recreation Programs 



The Golden Rod Grange #114 will be open to the public on Saturday, May 18th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Swanzey Preservation Society has a wide range of activities planned for the day, with a focus on 

farming, nature, and our environment. Just a few of the planned activities will be included: 

 

 4-square ticket: Gardening & Pollinator Table, Farming & Tractors 

 History Tours, and games.  

 Coloring contest for children ages K-6 grade. (sign up form and coloring sheet on next page) 

 Pie eating contest. This will be for K-3rd grade, 4-6 grade, and 7 to 12. We will also offer an adult class 

if there is interest!  

 Silent auction! 

 

We will also be raffling of a couple prints by local artist, Tim Campbell. We will have prizes and will be 

looking for participation and volunteers. Please check out our Facebook page for additional information. 

 

 Lee Dunham, and Jodi Turner have also started a new program all about Swanzey, NH called Swanzey 

Then & Now. These programs can be viewed on Channel 1301 at Cheshire TV, or via YouTube. We en-

courage you to come and grow with us. You’re sure to learn something, and find lots to share on your 

own about this historic Town we call Swanzey. History is the key! Hope to see you there. 

 

Grange Day 2019 – May Open House 

Golden Rod Grange #114 Cook Book – Yes, back by popular demand! 

The Swanzey Preservation Society (SPS) is compiling an updated edi-

tion of the Heritage Cookbook. The Swanzey Preservation Society is 

dedicate to the preservation of the history, heritage and the human 

epoch of Swanzey. This is a small town which has some of the rich-

est history in the region. It should be preserved to be passed on to our 

children and their children. The Swanzey Preservation Society was 

incorporated as a non-profit organization in 1992.  Our on-going pro-

jects are the restoration of the Golden Rod Grange building and to 

research and update the Swanzey town history. The only written and 

published history of this town was done in 1892. We are working to 

research and bring together the history of Swanzey into the 21st cen-

tury. We will be updating the Heritage Cookbook with memories, 

history and your favorite family recipes. We have made up submis-

sion forms, and you may also post your entries on our Facebook 

page. Watch for details at our local events. You may also pick up 

forms and drop of entries at the Grange Day on May 18th, and at Old 

Home Day on Saturday, July 20th. History is the key! Please spread 

the word. 

Swanzey’s Heritage Cookbook – Call for Entries 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=swanzey%20-%20then%20%26%20now&epa=SEARCH_BOXC:/Users/jelwell/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources






Dave Marazoff , Nick Taffe, Bob Bunszel and Tim Northcott with M&N Assessing Services continue to visit 

properties for the purpose of updating the inventory of properties in Swanzey. This work is part of finishing 

up the 2019 revaluation, which is completed every 5 years to equalize the values of all properties. 

Revaluation Steps: 

Data collection: The assessors will do a physical inspection of the interior and exterior of each property. 

Each Data Collector carries an identification badge, and their cars are registered with the Police Depart-

ment and Assessors Office.                                                                                                                           

Please note: When the assessor(s) knock on your door, do not hesitate to ask to see their ID’s. If they vis-

it your property and you are not home, they will measure the house, garage and any other outbuildings 

and will leave a yellow card on the door to let you know they were there. Please know that they would 

not, under any circumstances, enter the home unless the owner is present and agrees to give them access.  

Home Sales Study:  While the Data Collection phase is going on, the assessors are studying home sales 

and determining where the actual increases and decreases in value are occurring.  This study allows com-

parisons to be made and assessors to establish parameters to estimate the value of property based on home 

sales.  

Data Review: The assessors review the collected data and apply the determining factors of the sales anal-

ysis to come up with a value of each property. 

Notice of new assessment: Towards the end of the revaluation, each owner will receive a notice of their 

proposed updated property value.  These values are not final until the informal hearings are complete. 

 

Informal Hearing: All property owners are given the opportunity to discuss their values with the asses-

sors at an appointed time which will be announced towards the end of the revaluation. At the hearing 

property owners can voice concerns, discuss inaccuracies or discrepancies with a qualified assessor who 

will review the property record card and explain the value. Should an inspection or revaluation need to be 

done, the assessor will make that determination and any changes that result will be sent to the property 

owner.  Homeowners are asked to come to the hearing prepared with questions and with information on 

how their property is comparable to other properties in their neighborhood.  All changes to value that oc-

cur due to the hearing will be reflected in the change notice that is sent after hearings are complete.  If any 

property owner believes the assessment on their property is in excess of its fair market value, they may 

appeal by filing an abatement request by March 1, 2020. The Board of Selectmen will review and make a 

decision on all abatements.   

 

We appreciate your assistance and patience during this process and as we continue to work on the soft-

ware transition from Vision to Avitar.  If you should have any questions or concerns please contact As-

sessing Coordinator Christine Smith at 603-352-7411 X114 or by email csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us.  

Property Tax Assessment Work Continues in preparation for 2019 Revaluation 



Solar Exemption Information 

The Town of Swanzey voted in 2019 to adopt a property tax exemption of 100% market val-

ue of a solar powered system, provided it is used solely for the purpose of supplying elec-

tricity to the property where it is located.  When a property owner obtains a building permit 

to construct a system, a notification will be provided to the assessor to inspect and value the 

system prior to April 1st along with other new construction. A NH exemption/credit applica-

tion form PA-29 must be filed prior to April 15th in order to receive the exemption.  The PA

-29 form is available on the Town website and in the assessing office at Town Hall. The 

owner only needs to file once. However, it is not transferrable and a person who purchases a 

home with an exemption already in place must file a new application prior to April 15th of 

the next tax year.  Property owners with existing solar systems must file a PA-29 form as 

soon as possible! 

Wikipedia defines PV (Photo-Voltaic) Solar energy as follows: 

A photovoltaic system, also PV system or solar power system, is a power system designed 

to supply usable solar power by means of photovoltaics. Photovoltaics is the conversion of 

light into electricity using semiconducting materials that exhibit the photovoltaic effect, a 

phenomenon studied in physics, photochemistry, and electrochemistry.  It consists of an ar-

rangement of several components, including solar panels to absorb and convert sunlight into 

electricity, a solar inverter to change the electric current from DC to AC, as well as mount-

ing, cabling, and other electrical accessories to set up a working system. 



 

 

 

 
 

Tire Amnesty day- Tire Amnesty day will be held on Saturday 6/29/19 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you 

have a green permit as proof of residency you can bring 4 CAR tires- 19” or less OR 1 TRUCK tire- 20”-

35” for FREE. Anything other than this will result in additional fees-- $2/car tire $5/truck tire--. If you do 

not have a green Swanzey Recycling permit bring your registration and we will set you up! 

 

Reminders-  The Swanzey Recycling Center would like to remind residents to clean out recyclables of 

food and remove any caps from bottles. This is not only a health issue but helps ensure that we are shipping 

the highest quality materials to market.   

 

The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need to do 

is bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are at-

tached to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of 

this great facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges 

disposal fees to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews 

and may adjust these fees, after a public hearing.  

 

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 

 

Recycling is mandatory to use the facility… 

Attendants are authorized through the Solid Waste Processing Facility Ordinance- Town of Swanzey, to 

inspect all bags and boxes for compliance of recycling and may refuse to accept garbage containing re-

cyclables. Adopted by BOS 06/26/2012. The only bad question is the one that is never asked, we are here 

to help and educate the importance of recycling! 

If you would like to schedule a facility tour and see the process first hand you can call 603-357-3808 or 

email jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us and set up a time! 

Recycling Center 

Upcoming events Hazardous 

Waste Schedule 

Sat 5/11/19 

Wed 5/15/19 

Sat 5/25/19 

Sat 6/8/19 

Wed 6/19/19 

Sat 6/29/19 

Any questions about Hazardous waste, talk to a facility operator. All collections will be held at the Keene 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adjacent to the Keene Recycling Center, 55 Old 

Summit Road, Keene from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

mailto:jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us


Waste Oil 

The Swanzey Recycling Center needs your help! If you perform DIY maintenance on a: vehicle, boat, 

plane, four-wheeler, lawn mower or anything with a motor, we can take your used motor oil! The Swanzey 

Recycling Center burns waste oil to heat the facility in the cold month’s, 1,200 to 1,600 gallons of waste oil 

can be burned in a year. This saves thousands of dollars in tax money while giving the staff a place to warm 

up in the winter months. We also accept anti-freeze in separate containers that are properly labeled. We ask 

if you are dropping waste oil off to the facility that you label it with a name and a phone number to help 

keep contamination rates down. It is imperative that the Recycling Center gets contamination free used mo-

tor oil to ensure the waste oil burner works properly.  

 

 

Spring Upcycling Project 

Patio accessories  

Warm weather is on its way, before you start the spring clean out is there anything that can be used again? 

Many of the “junk” items lying around the garage or house can be given another use in an outdoor patio or 

garden. Some of the items can be easily modified or painted to fit its new “upcycled” life. 

Here is an example of an old sewing machine table that someone turned into an amazing example of upcy-

cling. The sewing machine was taken out; an aluminum sink insert replaced it and a fresh coat of paint to 

complete the project!  



Accessory Dwelling Units 

In 2017, voters adopted a revised “Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance” proposed by the Planning Board. An 

accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a residential living unit attached or associated with a single-family dwelling 

that provides an independent living space for one or more persons. Common examples of an ADU include an 

apartment over a garage or in an outbuilding. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide expanded housing 

opportunities and flexibility while maintaining aesthetic compatibility with homes in existing neighborhoods. 

Certain community members may benefit especially from the ADU ordinance, such as empty nesters and re-

tirees, young professionals, and single parents.  

 

 

Example of attached ADU to left side of home 

Hollis, NH (Image Source: NH Housing) 

 

Attached Accessory Dwelling Units are now permitted as an accessory use in all zoning districts that permit 

single-family dwellings. Detached Accessory Dwelling Units are permitted by Special Exception in zoning 

districts that permit single-family dwellings. A Special Exception requires review and approval by the Zoning 

Board of Adjustment. 

 

The ordinance outlines conditions that are required to be met by all attached and detached accessory dwelling 

units. The zoning ordinance can be found on the Town’s website (www.town.swanzey.nh.us), and the Acces-

sory Dwelling Unit provisions are contained in Section III-AA. If you have any questions about the ordi-

nance, please contact Matthew Bachler at 352-7411, ext. 108 or by email at mbachler@town.swanzey.nh.us. 

 

Age-Focused Planning for Southwest New Hampshire 

The Southwest Region Planning Commission is conducting a survey to collect information as part of an age-

focused planning study for Southwest New Hampshire. Through this project, they will examine current and 

projected demographics as well as the wants and needs of residents.  Current trends indicate a significant in-

crease in the older population combined with a decline among younger residents. A balance of all ages is im-

portant to be able to maintain a healthy and vibrant community. To assist with this effort, Southwest Region 

Planning Commission is gathering information from residents in the Monadnock Region. Your participation 

in this survey will provide important information for this study.  

 

The link to the survey is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AgeFocused 

Planning & Economic Development Update 

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us
mailto:mbachler@town.swanzey.nh.us
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AgeFocused


Department of Public Works Update 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Some of the major projects that will be taking place this spring 

 

        Paving       Chip Sealing 
          James Rd       Centerview Dr 

          Rust Way       Cresson Dr 

          Longwood Dr      Spruce Cir 

          Thompson Ln 

          Dartmouth Rd 

          Ash Hill Rd 

          Hale Hill Rd 

 

Residents will also start to see work beginning on Eaton Rd. 

1989 2019 

Everyone was eager for winter to be over but as soon as the temperatures reached 40° we were quickly re-

minded of what comes with warmer temperatures…. Mud season!  It happens every year, however this 

season might be worse than previous years due to the fact that we had less snow to insulate the ground, 

which drove the frost deeper.  We have also had more rain than in previous years. 

                        

The DPW crew has worked diligently to get the roads passable as soon as possible for residents and for 

emergency services to be able to reach homes in the case of an emergency.  With the help of our two 

Building and Grounds employees we have also been busy trying to catch up on patching potholes. 

 

Along with our normal spring time maintenance activities of grading the roads, the DPW crew will be cut-

ting trees and brush on several roads so that we can prepare to clean the ditches for better drainage. We 

also have a company that cleans catch basins that is scheduled for a week at the beginning of June. 



The library was busy this winter.  The Friends of the Library held a family movie night showing Smallfoot, 

which entertained 39 residents, and Assistant Librarian Donna Chase organized a fabulous birthday party for 

Dr. Seuss at the library, complete with games, food and crafts, which 31 people attended. 

 

Remember how we’ve been talking for years about trying to fund an elevator for the library?  Things may 

have seemed quiet, but the capital campaign committee has been really busy: 2 energy audits, a condition as-

sessment, a structural engineer visit, a historic register visit, site reviews, architect visits, donor visits, appli-

cations to the NH Historic Register and major funding sources sent in.  This is happening!  If you see our col-

lection jars around town (We Need a Lift), please add what you can.  Every bit helps; we’re trying to raise 

$1.5M without using tax dollars. The library is not a Town department; while the Town covers our basic 

needs, everything else that takes place here is a result of community involvement. The library was started by 

a few residents 130 years ago, and every upgrade that has taken place since has happened through a commu-

nity effort.  The last improvements took place 30 years ago; it is time to put some love into this community 

treasure.  The plan is not only for an elevator: improved access at the front entrance, accessible bathrooms, an 

expanded children’s area, a museum area to display our Swanzey antiquities, solar panels to reduce costs, and 

many other small improvements are in the plans.  We have 3 floors but only one is fully accessible.  We’re 

hoping to utilize all that we already have and become an even better place for meetings, events, classroom 

visits and access to our unique town history.  It won’t be a shame to have enough room to get our 25K+ 

books, audios and movies onto more user-friendly shelves, too!  If you haven’t been in lately, come see what 

we offer. 

 

The theme of the Summer Reading Program this year is A Universe of Stories, and the library is already pre-

paring.  We have lots of new books on space, and our program finale party will feature an amazing Night Sky 

presentation by the Boston Museum of Science.  Sign-ups for the SRP begin after school lets out. 

Mt. Caesar Union Library 


